PAGE  
3

HOMOLETICS 

Lecture One 

The Need for Preaching

The word “homiletics” comes from the Greek word homilia and means a discourse or talk (English word homily). Homiletics is the study of all that is connected with the preparation and giving of sermons or messages from the Word of God. This is a vitally important aspect of Christian ministry - the ability to effectively communicate the gospel. 

Rom 10:13 For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 14 How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach, except they be sent? as it is written, How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring glad tidings of good things!

This scripture shows that if there are no preachers, then how will men ever hear the gospel. 

1 Cor 1:21 For after that in the wisdom of God the world by wisdom knew not God, it pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe.

This scripture shows that it has pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save them that believe. The preacher/teacher of God’s Word has a great responsibility before God and man. This is why we need to finely hone our preaching and teaching skills, so that people might clearly understand the message we bring them from God.

Biblical Preaching

Neh 8:1-12 gives us an early glimpse of modern day preaching. But the New Testament lays out unequivocally that our preaching must be Christ centred. In Acts we find that first of all salvation from sin is preached 
Acts 2:23,36,38; 
Acts 3:14,15,19,26; 
Acts 5:31; 
Acts 17:30 
But most of all, it is Christ Himself who is preached 
Acts 5:42, 
Acts 8:5,35; 
Acts 10:36; 
Acts 18:5,28; 28:31
1 Cor 1:23-24, 
1Cor 2:2; 
Col 1:27-29. 
If we preach anything else, we waste our time, and that of our hearers. 

Techniques of Preaching
When communicating the Word of God to a group of people, there are certain practical considerations that we must remember.

· Time. A critical factor. A decent length for a sermon or study is about 30 minutes. A technically good preacher with a good message can go longer. The important point is that the hearers must not lose interest, become bored etc. I know one preacher who teaches well, but has a boring delivery, but insists on preaching for an hour. The result is that his congregants often complain - they simply get tired! 

· Gestures. Be alive when you share or preach, expressing yourself with free and natural movements of your hands, feet, body! Don’t be stiff or forced, but also avoid going over the top and being too animated. Watch out for those annoying habits like rocking on your heels, jingling coins in your pocket. Always be neat and presentable, whether casual or formal.

· Tone. Always vary the tone of your voice in accordance with what you are saying. To speak in a mono-tone becomes mono-tonus! Vary the pitch and delivery - speaking slowly, loudly, softly, pausing - allowing people to think on what you’ve said. Continuous shouting can be as bad as a continuous mumble. Put expression in your voice and your preaching will not put people to sleep. 

· Grammar. You must speak the language in which you are preaching as well as possible. Do not use words nobody understands, unless you explain them well. Never use slang or offensive language, and beware of Christianise (words and expressions that only Christians would understand).

· Delivery. Speak with authority and confidence so that people know that you know what you’re talking about. Avoid sounding uncertain, even if you’re dealing with a grey area. 

· Eye contact. You need to make people feel as though you are speaking to them. This helps them receive the message and maintain interest. Do not be afraid to look people in the eyes when preaching or sharing. I know one pastor who continually stared upwards at the ceiling when preaching - it made it difficult for listeners to feel any kind of rapport. Beware of continually gazing at only one section of the congregation. Many preachers often draw support however from one avid listener, and will target that keen listener with their gaze to draw strength in an otherwise unresponsive congregation.

· Diction. Pronounce your words clearly, pointedly. Avoid “ers and ums”. Avoid inflections at the end of a word for effect (And-uh, I-uh would-uh like-uh etc). That is not the anointing. Be very careful of speed. You have to speak much slower when addressing a larger group of people than when you address one person. And remember to speak out, to project your voice, not mumble downwards into your notes or Bible!

· Illustrations. They are vital windows that let light into your sermons, and are extremely important. More will be said about illustrations in a later study. It is often quite difficult to continually grasp abstract concepts and ideas when someone is speaking, but a good illustration gives the listener something concrete to identify with and helps them understand and remember the point being made. 

· Lay-out. The lay-out of your sermon or message or study is vital if people are to understand it and even remember it. Once again, this point will elaborated on later.

· Overall impression. After the preaching and teaching, people ought to feel challenged or stirred to do something (Acts 2:37). 

Acts 2:37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, "Brothers, what shall we do?"

You can have good illustrations, good subject matter, good technique etc, but at the end of the day you must have conviction about what you’re sharing and rely upon the anointing of the Holy Spirit to bring it home to people’s hearts. People are always able to detect the sincerity, honesty and conviction of a preacher, and your natural enthusiasm in sharing what you truly believe will always come across well.]
