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Homiletics

Lecture 4 

Types of Sermons and Studies

Textual Sermons

One of the most common types of sermons, also known as a topical or thematic sermon. You start with a Scripture verse or text that is critical to your theme or topic. The subject of your chosen text becomes the subject of your sermon, and the theme is developed and explored. A good type of sermon for evangelical messages. 

The textual sermon is also most commonly used for allegorical messages, for example, to use the text of Judges 14:14 could be developed in many ways and used to refer to many different truths. The danger of too many textual sermons is that they are more subjective and shallow. 

Doctrinal Sermons

Similar to a thematic sermon, but instead of starting with a central text, you start with some great truth of Scripture and seek to teach or preach on it. 

This may involve the use of many Scriptures but bear in mind the following:

· Allow Scripture to determine the truth. Use a concordance to find many passages relating to your theme and through comparison allow the whole of the Word of God to determine your understanding. 

· Remember the critical differences between preaching and teaching. Preaching reaches the heart whereas teaching finds the mind! You can use many verses in a study, but too many Scriptures can make a sermon cumbersome.

· Preaching doctrinal truth must be aimed at resulting action, but teaching aims at imparting understanding.

Bible Readings

One of the easiest types of messages to prepare and deliver. The difference between this and the first two is that here you take a passage of Scripture, comment on what it is teaching or showing us, then turn to related passages and do the same thing. I often use this simple but effective form of teaching when counselling people for water baptism, Gifts of the Spirit etc. It has the effect of building up an understanding of the subject at hand. 

Biographical Sermons

Here you take a person from the Bible and use his or her life as a means of challenging hearts. A most powerful type of message, for it is always easier to identify with real people for we are subject to the same emotions, passions, pains and sorrows.  Always bring out both good and bad points, and attempt to make the person live again, helping your hearers to see and feel what it must have been like in the person’s life and in their day and age. 

Expository Sermons

Probably the most important type of preaching. Exposition means the “placing out” of what is contained in a passage of Scripture. Exposition doesn’t emphasise just one subject or theme, but rather seeks to bring out the meaning of the whole passage and everything it contains. 

Expository preaching is not easy. It is the proclamation of the great truth found in the passage you have chosen, and to do that means you have to first of all discover what that truth is. Every word, phrase, sentence and context of the chosen passage has to be studied. And then it must still have practical application in our lives! This is the greatest type of preaching for imparting to people God’s thoughts in God’s way. One of the greatest 20th Century exponents of this art was Dr Martyn Lloyd Jones. 

Forms of Exposition:

One Text. There are many single sticks of dynamite in the Bible! A person need only get hold of one such, burning in their hearts, to begin to move forward radically with God. You can break the verse into parts, each part becoming a major section of your sermon, finally pulling it all together.

Passage. Here you take a passage of Scripture and expound it’s central thought.

Chapter. Here you need to pick on a chapter that has in it a complete subject, such as the Lord’s Prayer of John 17, or Love in 1Corinthinas 14, or the Resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15. Bear the context in mind, the chapter’s position in the whole book etc. Use an outline to arrange the main thoughts of the chapter. 

Book. A very tough assignment, but worth the sweat! Some preachers take months, even years to expound a book. This can be boring, but it is definitely one of the best methods of preaching the undiluted word of God. 
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