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FOUNDATIONS AND FRUITFULNESS

Lecture Ten 

A living Faith!
We know that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. But the point being made by James, as discussed in the previous lecture, is that faith without works is dead. In other words, faith is not some amorphous, nebulous, mysterious kind of thing. The ever practical James says that if you have real faith, it should be evidenced by changed reality in your life. The NIV puts it this way (Jas 2:17) “In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action, is dead.” It goes on to say in vs.21-24: Was not our ancestor Abraham considered righteous for what he did when he offered his son Isaac on the altar? You see that his faith and his actions were working together, and his faith was made complete by what he did. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. You see that a person is justified by what he does and not by faith alone. The point is this: Faith is practical, real faith leads to action, is confirmed by action. Abraham believed God, yes, but his faith was made complete by his actions. The word translated complete is teleioo, which means to bring to perfection, to consummate, to consecrate, to follow through to the end and finish. If you have ever played golf, you will know how important is the follow through. The Pro will tell you that the follow through is critical - you cannot strike the ball properly unless your follow through is correct. What happens in your swing after you hit the ball is as important as what happens before you hit it. With faith, our actions in obedience to the Word of God forms the follow through. Abraham’s point of belief (striking the ball, if you like) was made perfect by his actions (the follow through). His faith was consummated, brought to perfection. This is what we need today in our faith - a follow through in our actions that will bring our point of belief to completion, perfection. To that end, the following are some thoughts to bear in mind when considering the practical outworking of our faith.

Risky Living!
Matt 14:25-33. There is a real danger that we end up living from day to day without ever really extending our faith. It’s so easy to live safely, to live within the boundaries set by society. Living safe, instead of  “risky living”.  Like the man who said he believed that the tightrope walker Blondin could take him across Niagara Falls in a wheelbarrow, but wouldn’t get in and try it! Many focus on poor old Peter who began to sink and had to cry out to the Lord to save him, but they miss the fact that other than Jesus, Peter is the only man in the history of the world to have walked on water! He got out of the boat! He only sank because he began to look at the circumstances around him rather than the word of Jesus to “come”. The other disciples lived safely, they didn’t get wet, they didn’t sink, but then neither did they walk on water! If we want to enjoy more of God’s blessing in our lives, receive more of His promises, fulfil more of what He’s called us to do - then we have to start somewhere, at some point we are going to have to get out of the boat, we are going to have to take a risk. Faith is a risky business. Not because God doesn’t keep His word, but because we need to leave the safety and comfort of the boat and step out in faith, being obedient to His Word. There is nor reward without risk.

Touch of Faith!

Acts 19:11-12, Mark 5:25-29.  I believe that a point of contact can help the touch of faith. It can help us to release our faith and believe and receive. The woman with the issue of blood said to herself “If I but touch...” That became the point of contact at which her faith was released and she received. The cloths and aprons taken from Paul’s body likewise became a useful point of contact to help focus and release faith. There are times in our services when people are encouraged to stand in response, perhaps raise their hands, reach out to the Lord etc. Such actions become points of contact enabling us to focus our faith in a definite way. Even the laying on of hands can become a point of contact for the touch of faith. 

Faith Goals!
It has often been said that if you aim at nothing, you’ll hit it. I love the Living Bible 

translation of Proverbs 24:3-4 which says “Any enterprise is built by wise planning, becomes strong through common sense, and profits wonderfully by keeping abreast of the facts. ”Jesus’ teaching on faith in Mark 11 is very important. Much has been said about “what you say is what you get” and let me say right here that I do not subscribe to the “name it and claim it’ camp. I believe that Jesus was trying to teach us to be specific in our faith, not vague. So often we are vague in our faith, not exactly sure what we’re believing God for, and sometimes not really trusting Him for anything at all. It is important to have faith goals. Mark 10:46-52. It must have been obvious that Bartimeus was blind and wanted to see, but Jesus wanted him to be specific, to ask directly, not be vague about what he needed from God. Once again, having a faith goal in itself becomes a point of contact to help focus and release our faith in God. It is legitimate to ask God for our material and physical needs to be met, but always bear Matt 6:33 in mind. Don’t just fritter away your faith on minor and temporal things. 

Faith Talk!
As usual, the extremes always lead to the truth being obscured, and in the case of the “what you say is what you get” brigade, they have obscured the very real truth that faith involves believing and speaking. To speak out your faith is important, to verbalise what you’re believing God for. Mark 11:23-24 once again does show a connection between the words we speak and the faith in our heart. It’s important that the two line up. Even God, when He created used the spoken Word. Kenneth Hagin Snr. once said that “thinking faith thoughts and speaking faith words leads the heart out of defeat and into victory”. I have often heard Christians speak so negatively about sickness or circumstances, and it exposes the lack of faith in their heart. See also 2 Cor  1:20 and 4:13.

Alternative Realities!

Rom 4:17-21 and Heb 11:13. Men of faith do not consider the circumstances but 

embrace the promise. But faith is not a matter of denying reality. Rather it is the 

embracing of a different reality, God’s reality. Look again at Rom 4:17. The latter part, in the Living Bible reads: “..And this promise is from God himself, who makes the dead live again and speaks of future events with as much certainty as though they were already past.” The problem that many have got into is that they end up calling those things which are as though they were not. Whereas God wants us to call those things which are not as though they were - in other words we do not deny the present reality, but confess a different reality. If you’ve got a runny nose, it’s no use saying you haven’t got one, that is calling things which are as though they were not. But to confess your healing is to call those things which are not as though they were.

Lifestyle Faith!
Heb 11:6. You cannot just turn faith on like a tap when needed. Because so many try to do just that, they find the tap is dry. Faith needs to be living, a lifestyle faith, something that under girds our everyday lives. When we lived in South Africa, we didn’t have any medical insurance and there was no national health. The result was that we simply had to trust God for our health and healing, and God kept us wonderfully. Within months of arriving in England, we noticed that we had begun to let go in faith because of the presence of the NHS and free trips to the doctor. Then when we needed faith for healing, the tap was dry. Always fight the good fight of faith, approach everything with prayer and thanksgiving. Let faith in God be your first port of call, not your last.

Faith and Foolishness
Faith is not a means of manipulating God to give you something He doesn’t really want to give you. Faith is the means of drawing near to Him (Heb 11:6) a means of receiving what He has already given (promises). Be practical and realistic in faith, not foolish. Jesus has promised to meet our needs, not our greed’s. And even when God does provide our material needs, it is to the greater end that His Kingdom be extended. Faith gives us access into the benefits, power, purpose, aims etc of God and His Kingdom (Rom 5:2). If God has healed your eyes, then throw away your glasses. But if without them you still can’t see properly, then keep both your glasses and your faith. Don’t let your faith be limited by the opinion of man. God can heal as well through doctors and medicine as through miracle and faith, the key is to put your faith in God not the method. Finally, read Hebrews 11 again. We often think that if you only have faith, you would have no problems. That is patently wrong. People of faith do great exploits, but sometimes those exploits are not victories as the world would see them. By faith, says 

Hebrews, men and women have died, suffered hunger and exposure, been tortured etc. Shouldn’t they have been delivered from that by faith, you say? No, they survived it by faith! By faith they did the will of God. 

