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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture Three

CALAMITY OF MAN

The first two chapters of Genesis are thrilling, but unfortunately there is a third chapter! Would to God it had never happened, but as we have discussed earlier, God knew the risks of giving us free choice, yet had to give us that free choice if we were to be truly in His image, if we were ever to have a love relationship that meant anything at all. 

The Serpent

Who was the serpent? Rev 12:9 and 20:2 confirm to us that it was none other than Satan or Lucifer. A study of the angelic realm is outside the scope of this particular course, but some basic points need to be raised here that we might have a better understanding of the fall of man.

First of all, the angelic realm itself. It would appear that the angels were created possibly, probably on the first day of creation, and certainly before the third day. Job 38:4-7 says they were there shouting for joy when the Lord laid the foundations of the earth. In Psalm 104:2-5 it puts their creation after that of light. It would seem logical that if their sphere of operation were the universe (the hosts of heaven) then they would not have been created before the universe (the heavens). Their purpose in creation is actually to minister to the heirs of salvation, Heb 1:14. The angelic rebellion must have occurred sometime after Gen 1 and before Gen 3, for the Lord saw everything that He had created and it was very good! Lucifer himself would appear to have been the greatest of these created spirit beings. His beginnings are alluded to in two passages of Scripture, Isaiah 14:12-15 and Ezekiel 28:11-19. In 

both these passages the context is a prophetic warning to a wicked king, but the prophet seems to go beyond his denunciation of the earthly monarch to the malevolent spirit who has possessed and utilized the king's body and powers. The statements made in these passages could never be true of a mere earthly king. These passages give us insight into the nature of Lucifer. He was the most beautiful of angels, yet his beauty led to pride and his downfall. Satan wanted to usurp God - for all his angelic beauty he obviously had an inadequate understanding of the nature of his Creator and his own nature as a creation. The created can never usurp the Creator! Perhaps Lucifer's deceptive powers were so good that he completely deceived himself also. Maybe too, he resented the fact that he and the other angels had been created as servants of God and ministers to us. Perhaps he resented the thought of having to serve flesh and blood, to serve beings not as "beautiful", as angels!? Maybe he resented the fact that we were uniquely in the image and likeness of God, and that we were given the ability to reproduce our own kind. (This may shed light on the incident in Genesis 6 where the sons of God went in unto the daughters of men, and produced unusual offspring). Lucifer became the adversary, the destroyer, the accuser - opposing God and forever trying to ascend to heaven, to reverse the judgmentt. He was cast to the earth. Man did not yet have a fallen and sinful nature, and therefore the temptation to sin or disobey God had to come externally. For Man's free will to be exercised, God allowed Satan to tempt him to disobey. As far as the serpent is concerned, we do not understand everything. Did Satan possess the snake? Possible. Eve was not alarmed at the fact that the snake spoke - was that because animals had such power before the fall or because Eve in her innocence didn't realise they couldn't speak? 

The Temptation and Fall
The Serpent craftily came to Eve when she was alone, to do his dirty work (Proverbs says there is wisdom in many counselors - it pays to share and fellowship with brothers and sisters in Christ to help straighten us out when we're being deceived). Her husband Adam was there however when she ate the fruit, and he did nothing to stop her. There were four stages in the fall, and they are as relevant today as they ever were.

DOUBT
The root of satanic attack - encouraging us to doubt the Word of God. Did He really say that? From the seed of doubt grows the tree of tribulation. It is such a subtle but insidious cancer. If Satan had said plainly "God didn't say that" Eve could easily have countered. But the subtle phrasing of it, as a question, supposedly seeking confirmation, opened the door to doubt. But even at that point, if Eve had had her wits about her she could still have replied positively - "Yes, God did say". But she was deceived by subtlety. The tone of question was slightly mocking, superior - condescending to Eve's naïve acceptance of God's command. Having cast doubt on God's Word, His character and goodness are now called into question because the implication is that God is trying to withhold something special, and that perhaps He isn't as loving and kind as you think because there's self interest here that is to your detriment. I wonder why He doesn't want you to eat of that tree? Instead of re affirming and trusting in God's command, Eve makes the critical mistake of adding to and subtracting from the command of God in such a way as to make Him appear less generous and more demanding. In other words, the doubt had already begun its cancerous work. Eve attempted to correct the serpent, but her heart was already lost. "God said we may eat" she replied, whereas God had said they "may freely eat"; and "We must not even touch it" whereas God had added no such instruction. This subtraction and addition was putting God in a worse light, and exposing the already growing resentment and suspicion in Eve. Doubt eventually leads to denial. Having softened Eve up, Satan now goes in for the kill with an outright denial of what God had expressly said. Calling God a liar would not have got very far as an opening gambit, but having created doubt and suspicion, Eve is now open to the most absurd of suggestions. It was of course an absolute deception because Adam and Eve were already like God, only they didn't realise it - they were innocent. To this day people try to alter the Word of God for their own purposes - cultists add and liberals take away - but it's all to the same end, destroying faith in God's word and promoting man to the heavenlies (echoing the ambition of Satan). Ultimately such people call God a liar, and get away with it because of the doubt and suspicion previously sown. One further point is worth mentioning here. The fall of man really began when Eve began to doubt the Word of God. Instead of trusting what God had said, she began to doubt. We fell on an issue of faith - we failed to trust God's Word, we decided to do something different. This is vitally important to grasp, because it's the reason why we 

are saved by faith. We fell by on a point of faith, and thus we have to be saved on a point of faith. Adam didn't fail because of a lack of works, he failed because of lack of faith (a failure to trust the Word of God). That's why we cannot be saved by works (Eph 2:8-9) - because we didn't fall by works. We fell at the hurdle of faith, and that's why it has pleased God by the foolishness of preaching to save those who will believe (1 Cor 1:21). In other words, to be saved, we have to believe, trust, act upon the word of God (Eph 1:13).

DESIRE
The Bible says Eve now saw that the fruit was good for food, pleasing to the eye and desirable for gaining wisdom. These three principles are the main tenets of the world system. The New Testament sums it up in the verse 1 John 2:16: "For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father, but is of the world". 

Eve saw


The fruit was good for food

Lust of the flesh


Pleasing to the eye


Lust of the eyes


Desirable for wisdom
            
Pride of life

These three flagstones of the world system - the tenets of temptation - will always work against the Father and what He wants for us. They drive and draw us away from faith in His Word and towards trusting our own senses and desires. This helps us to understand exactly what was happening when Satan tested the Lord in the wilderness. Just as he had successfully deceived the first Adam on those three principles, so he tried the same with Jesus (Luke 4). It is symbolic that Jesus faced these tests in the wilderness that He might gain us entry back into the Garden of God. 

           Turning stones into bread 

   The lust of the flesh


The kingdoms of the world 
               The lust of the eyes 


Throwing himself off the Temple 
   The Pride of life

On each occasion Jesus countered with the Word of God. Whereas the first Adam fell at the hurdle of faith by failing to trust God's word, the second Adam trusted the Word of God and refused to be driven by earthly desires. My meat, said Jesus, is to do the will of Him who sent me. As the representative man, Jesus was scoring a most significant victory over Satan in the wilderness, paving the way for those who now believe in Him to defeat the devil and return to God by faith, by trusting the Word of God. Jesus was also showing us the way to go - how we can experience victory over Satan in our lives and over the temptations in the world, by deciding to trust in His Word. Lean not on your own understanding, but in all your ways, acknowledge Him and He will direct your paths, says Proverbs.

DISOBEDIENCE

The eating of the fruit was the simple act of disobedience. When doubt and desire have softened you up, the act of disobedience seems so much easier. Instead of keeping to God's commands, Eve, weakened by doubt and desire, did what she wanted to do. There has been a clash of authority ever since. Romans 5:12 says: "Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned". Romans 6 says that we become slaves of the one we obey. When Adam and Eve obeyed Satan they became slaves of sin. What Satan said came to pass - Adam and Eve's eyes were opened, but unfortunately they only saw their nakedness, and lost sight of their godliness. Yes, their eyes were opened, but it brought shame and misery. It is perhaps worth noting that when it comes to sin, God is not so interested in the why's and wherefores, but rather in the action itself. God wanted to know what they had done, not why they had done it. We often try to justify sin, we come up with all kinds of explanations - but they're excuses not reasons. We cannot escape the consequences of sin by trying to explain away our actions - we have to face the reality of what we have done, and repent and ask forgiveness. In the world today, too much emphasis is placed, I believe, on mitigating circumstances, instead of on the action itself. 

DEFEAT

The final outcome of sin is defeat. Gal 6 says that God is not mocked, whatsoever a man sows, that shall he reap. We cannot sin and escape the consequences. The fall resulted in several consequences for all of us.

1. Shame and guilt (Gen 3:7-8). Sin brings shame and guilt. Their eyes were 

opened and they saw they were naked - they realised they had something to 

hide. Guilt is a terrible burden. Many people suffer terribly through guilt, 

sometimes rightly so, and other sometimes at the hands of the "tormentor". 

Rev 12 says that Satan is the accuser of the brethren. Having succeeded in 

getting us to sin, he then uses our sin to taunt us and torment us. The 

assurance of salvation, the sure knowledge of forgiveness and acceptance 

by God is something that can only come through Christ.

2. Alienation from God (Gen 3:8-10). Man wanted to hide from God. Our sin 

separated us from the loving heavenly Father. To this day there are plenty of 

people running and hiding from God - the whole world is alienated from Him.

3. Change in character. Selfishness (v12,13) blame shifting. Human 

relationships marred. The relationship of love between Adam and Eve is 

replaced by desire and authority. The destruction of character is so complete 

that within a short space of time their children are murdering each other. 

Satan's jealousy and onslaught against us is primarily an attack against God. 

Being in His image, God loves us especially, we're the apple of His eye! So 

Satan set about destroying us, destroying that character and image of God, 

as a means of getting back at God and hurting Him. 

4. Discovery. Sin is always discovered, Ps 69:5, 90:8 and Prov 28:13. Sin is 

never cleansed except by the blood of Jesus, anything else only covers it, 

never cleanses it. God gives Adam and Eve animal skins to cover their 

nakedness, in other words to cover the shame of their sin, and animal 

sacrifices are used to cover sin up until the time of Christ. But Hebrews 

shows us how only Jesus can actually cleanse sins. Heb 9:13-14, 10:1-4. 

When Adam and Eve saw their nakedness they were experiencing the 

shame of sin, the glory of God had departed from them. Rev 3:18 says that 

only the garments of righteousness can cover the shame of our sin. Fig-

leaves of self-righteousness are never adequate.

5. Sorrow (Gen 3:16). The word translated sorrow or pains means sorrow, 

hardship, toil, pains. Our sorrow was greatly increased (in fact the original 

Hebrew has the word repeated for emphasis). 

6. Sweat (Gen 3:19). Work was never intended to be a burden, it should have 

been a delight to keep and dress the land with the authority of God upon us. 

But without God's authority and anointing, it has been hard labour the world 

over.

7. Death, both physical and spiritual. Adam lived many years after the fall, so the death he and Eve experienced first and foremost was a spiritual death, a 

separation from God. That's why the Bible says we are dead in our trespasses and sins. To be cut off from God is like being dead already. To be alive but not fulfilling our redemptive purpose, is a living death. Physical death is no more than an inevitable consequence. Romans 6:23 says the wages of 

sin is death. Rom 5:12 says death came into the world by the sin of the one 

man. See also Ephesians 2:1-5; Luke 15:24; 1 Tim 5:6. 

8. Cut off from the tree of life. God could not allow us to share in His eternal life, the quality and richness of it, while being sinners, for then sin would have 

triumphed eternally. Our access to the tree of life was removed -barred by an 

angel with a flaming sword. What I find so thrilling is that shooting forward 

once again to Revelation we see in 22:2-3 that access to the tree of life is 

restored through the Lord Jesus Christ and there will be healing for the 

nations.

9. Earth cursed. (Gen 3:17-18). It has always been a battle to make the earth 

produce, particularly against the elements. No matter where you are in the 

world, there always seems to be a fight against drought, floods, frost, hailstones, disease, pests etc. As we saw previously, Rom 8 shows us that 

the earth is groaning and travailing in pain waiting for the manifestation of the 

sons of God, that it might finally be released from its bondage to death and 

decay.

Finally, one point to mention that will lead us nicely into the next study. In the midst of all this doom and gloom comes the first prophecy relating to a coming Messiah. Gen 3:15 tells us that Satan will strike the heel of the seed of the woman, but that the seed of the woman would crush his head. Praise God - some good news at last!
