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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture Four

The Restoration of Man through the Lord Jesus Christ

The Mediator. Hebrews 2:5-18. Verses 5-8 are speaking of what God intended for man. Everything was intended to be under our dominion, as we are under God. The writer refers back to Psalm 8 and God's stated plan for man. But verse 8 ends with the sad admission that the plan had not yet been realised. But in verse 9 Jesus enters the frame. "But, we see Jesus...". In other words, man was unable to fulfill his calling and commission, BUT we see Jesus. “Made a little lower than the angels" refers back to Psalm 8 again. Just as man was made a little lower than the angels, so Jesus was made a little lower than the angels, in other words, Jesus became a man (John 1, the Word became flesh and dwelt among us). So where man failed and was unable to complete his call, Jesus enters the arena, as substitute, representative man - and He is crowned with glory and honour - in other words where we failed, He succeeded. The plan of Psalm 8 is fulfilled through Jesus, our deliverer, our Saviour, our champion, our rescuer, our mediator. He tastes death for every man, enters into the experience of it, becomes a partaker of our death that He might become our deliverer from death. These are some of the most wonderful verses you will ever read. He was not ashamed to call us brother, not ashamed to be identified with us, so that , as one of us, He could lead us out of captivity. He shared in our humanity, but was able to deliver us from the shackles of our fallen state because of His sinless state. Jesus has become the fulcrum of eternity - the pivot upon which all our destinies rest. The hopes and aspirations of mankind, indeed the very plan of God for mankind, has now been redirected through Jesus. The whole import of these verses is that Jesus is our mediator. The word ‘mesites’ means a go-between, one who brings peace and reconciliation. To be a mediator one must have a foot in both camps. God and man were unable to sit down to talks for though God loved us, we had nothing with which to come to the table. Jesus was fully God and full man, and was thus able to mediate. It was necessary that Jesus be fully God, that His sinless life and nature be a perfect and acceptable sacrifice for our sins. But it was also necessary that He be fully man, so that He could faithfully represent us. That's why verse 17 emphasises that Jesus had to be like us. The priesthood of Jesus is an amazing study in itself, and really beyond the scope of this particular lecture, but some points may be mentioned, because it is the nature of Christ's priestly ministry that equips Him as the one mediator between God and man (1 Tim 2:5, Heb 8:6, 9:15 and 12:24). There are two aspects of the priesthood of Jesus that we need to consider. Hebrews 5:1-5 points out that the priest must be taken from among those whom he is to represent, that he might represent them faithfully, understand them, be able to help them. And this honour cannot be taken upon oneself, but must be conferred. So Christ was called by the Father to be our priest, but called from among us that He might represent us faithfully and be able to identify with us. But His priesthood was also after the order of Melchizadek, an eternal priesthood based upon the power of an indestructible life (Heb 5:6-10, 7:16-28). Whereas an earthly priest had to offer sacrifices for his own sin, Jesus, in His sinless perfection, offered himself once, for us. His life was indestructible because of his sinlessness. Therefore His priestly intercession is eternal, and thus He is able to save completely and for ever all who come to Him!! The Blood of Christ not only atoned for our sin but became the basis of the new agreement or arrangement (covenant) between God and man. The mediator spilled His own Blood to seal the relationship. The sacrificed life of the mediator became the means by which both sides could come to a legal and acceptable agreement. Jesus as a perfect man and through His atoning sacrifice, is able to take us with Him into the very presence of God. That is why He is the way the truth and the life and no man can come to the Father except by Him. He became a partaker of our flesh and blood to save us, and we must become partakers of His flesh and blood if we want to enter into that salvation and the presence of the Father. The agreement was between the Father and the Son (representing man). If man wants to be in covenant relationship with the Father, He has to be in the Son. (see John 6:51-59, 1 John 5:11-12; John 15:4-7; Heb 9:11-28; Rom 5:15-19; Heb 4:14-16 and 1 John 2:1).

New for Old!

Having discussed the mechanics of our restoration in Christ, it leads to a fresh understanding of some of the well known phrases of Scripture - born again, dying to sin, new creation, buried with Him through baptism and raised with Him to newness of life!! The "old man" who was lost in sin, unable to be in covenant relationship with the Father, is killed off, and as we trust in Christ, we become new creations, new men, enjoying in and through Christ covenant fellowship with the Father. 2 Cor 5:17, 1 Pet 1:3-5, Jn 3:3-6, Gal 2:20, Col 3:1-3. Water baptism is like the funeral service where the old man gets buried and we rise in newness of life, newness of image, the image of Jesus, new creation. Born again but this time in the image of Christ, not of Adam. The old man who was unable and ineligible to fellowship with God is dead and waterlogged! The new man is alive to God. The life you now live you live by the faith of the Son of God who gave Himself for you. Your life is hidden with Christ in God

Effects of Fall Reversed
The effects of the fall are reversed in Christ:  

Guilt? Heb 9:14 and Rom 8:1;  

Alienation? 2 Cor 5:18-19, Col 1:21-22, Eph 2:12-14;

Change in character? 2 Cor 3:18, Gal 5:22-23;   

Shame of our sin? Rev 3:18, Ps 32:1-5;   

Sorrow? Rom 14:17, 1Pet 1:8, Is 35:10 & 51:11, Jer 31:12-13; 

Sweat? 3 John 2, Luke 6:38, Col 3:23-24 etc.;  

Death? John 5:24-25, Eph 2:1-5, Rev 20:6;   

Cut off from the tree of life? Rev 22:1- 4; 

Earth cursed? Rev 21:1, Rom 8:19-22.

Better than New!! It sounds incredible, but actually when you study Scripture closely you begin to realise that we haven't just experienced restoration through Jesus, but what we now have is even better than what Adam and Eve had!! That doesn't mean to say that the fall was good, but certainly we experience and enjoy things Adam never knew. We know God's grace, His incredible forgiveness, for though we sinned we have been forgiven and reconciled. We know the keeping and delivering power of God in a way that Adam never did. Though we don't have the innocence of Adam and Eve, we have a greater knowledge of His goodness and grace, forgiveness and salvation. We know what we've been saved from - we've seen the nature of Satan and we've stood at the edge of the abyss, and we know what it is to be saved. 1 Pet 1:1-9, 1 Jn 1:7 - 2:2; Perhaps the greatest thing we enjoy is the indwelling Christ, Rev 3:20, Col 1:27, Eph 3:17, 1 Jn 3:24. We enjoy a revelation of God that I don't think Adam, even though he was in the image of God, had any real idea of - Heb 6:4. We know too power over the enemy thanks to Jesus, Col 2:15, Luke 10:19 and Rom 8:35-39. We also, through the indwelling and Sovereign Holy Spirit, are able to enjoy supernatural gifts. Finally, but not least, our righteousness is of a better and more enduring quality than Adam's. His was a conditional righteousness, a righteousness of his own, a legalistic righteousness that was vulnerable to just one mistake. Our righteousness is that of Christ's (Phil 3:8-9). It is not vulnerable to just one mistake, for by grace our forgiveness is maintained (1 Jn 1:7-9). He ever lives to intercede for us (Heb 7:25). Our hearts have known the temptations of the world, the depths of sinfulness, but we have been washed, cleansed, and our very desires are being changed that we might have a passion for Jesus.  
