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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture Six 

The Four Spiritual Laws

In New Testament times, there were two methods of evangelism - mass and personal, 

Jesus practised both (Matt 4:23-25 and John 4:6-29) and the early church also used 

both (Acts 8:5-12 and Acts 8:29-39). Mass evangelism has its place, but is limited by 

attendance, communication, remoteness, momentum and lack of Body involvement. In 

modern times, we have explored new avenues of evangelism, such as literature, 

Sunday School, house groups, radio, television, films, breakfasts etc. But they still 

have a poor return on investment. Without doubt the most effective form of evangelism 

is PERSONAL.  

Personal evangelism overcomes all the limitations of mass evangelism, and takes the 

good news to where people are. 1 Pet 3:15-16 and Col 4:6. Note the grace and power 

of these two scriptures. Let's get rid of  the concept of personal evangelism that 

pictures wild-eyed scruffy characters grabbing unsuspecting bystanders in the street 

and commanding them to "turn or burn". 

As mentioned in the previous lecture, often it is lack of knowledge or technique that 

hinders us from witnessing. We're afraid that we'll not say the right things, or forget 

important bits. To some folk the Gospel seems such a vast and wonderful thing that 

they struggle to convey the message concisely and purposefully. Others think 

themselves inadequate or unable to witness because they panic over being able to 

quote Scripture. But training and learning can help us overcome these difficulties.

I believe that two witnessing techniques in particular can be extremely useful in helping 

us share our faith and lead people to Christ. One is "booklet" based, the other relies 

upon our grasp of a five point verbal presentation of the Gospel. In this lecture we shall 

look at the booklet "The Four Spiritual Laws", aka "Knowing God Personally".

Four Spiritual Laws or Knowing God Personally 

This booklet is a TOOL or AID to help us present the good news effectively. It also appears in other forms such as "Bridge to Life", "Four Things God Wants You to Know" etc. The format in all of these is roughly the same - a simple four step presentation of the Gospel that covers everything from why we need to know God to how we can know God. I personally prefer the presentation and graphics in "Bridge to Life", but the "Knowing God Personally" version has the little follow-up section on assurance and aids to growth. This four-step presentation was originally developed by Bill Bright and Campus Crusade for Christ in America, and is often found in the back of their bigger 

books. A booklet like this is a tremendous tool in helping us to present the gospel effectively. It helps us grasp the simplicity of the message, and also to present it simply, concisely, clearly, briefly. This in turn gives us confidence - we know where we're going and what we want to say, and so feel more confident. It helps us focus on the basic Gospel without getting bogged down in lots of side issues. It even includes a challenge to receive Christ and suggestions for growth.  It is not literature evangelism. Tracts are great, but once again fall into the category of impersonal, mass evangelism. This booklet is not a tract, to be just handed out. It is a tool to be used personally, to help us present the gospel effectively to someone.

Prerequisites. 

You must be saved!! You must also have assurance of salvation. The whole point of the Gospel of Grace is that we have assurance of our free salvation  by grace, through faith. We are not preaching ourselves but Christ. We are not saying "we're wonderful people, so become a Christian like us". No! We're saying we ourselves needed to be saved, Jesus has saved us, He can do the same for you. Remember we do not need a "great burden for souls" neither do we need to be called as evangelists. We're talking about standing orders. Remember  1 Cor 1:18 -2:5. We do not have to be brilliant or persuasive. It has pleased God that by the foolishness of preaching should men be saved. It's a step of faith, not a political persuasion. The Bible goes on in 1 Cor 2  and 2 Cor 4:4 to point out that the natural or sinful mind doesn't understand the things of God, is blinded to the good news. Our responsibility is to sow  the word, to make a simple, effective presentation of the Gospel, and ultimately true conversion is the work of the Holy Spirit. Remember to be sensitive therefore to the Holy Spirit in sharing the Gospel, and remember too prayer backing - our warfare is not natural but supernatural and there will be spiritual opposition to the spread of the Gospel because it is the leading edge, the front line.

Methods of introducing the booklet. 

· This helps explain why I'm a Christian ..... 

· God isn't far away or indifferent, He cares for you and wants you to know Him personally,     People often know a lot about God, but they don't know Him personally,  .... 

· May I take a few moments to share in a nutshell what Christianity is really about  ....  

· I'm not interested in religion, Christianity is far greater than that, let me explain  ....  Christianity is not about laws, rules, regulations and going to church, it's all about a daily relationship with a living God, may I go on  ....  

· I've been a Christian many years but have recently found a way to express my faith that really makes sense. Can I share it with you?...... 

· You can think of your own intros, or be spiritually alert for  new opportunities to use the booklet. It's a good idea to carry one on you at all times. 

The Four Steps. 

This is the Good News in its simplest form. It would not even be too difficult to 

memorise the four steps and the supporting Scriptures.

1. God loves you, has a wonderful plan for your life, wants you to know Him personally Jn 3:16 17:3

2. We are separated from God by our sin, and so cannot know Him personally or experience His plan and love for us. Rom 3:23, 6:23. 

3. Jesus Christ is God's solution for our sin. Through Him alone we can know God and experience His love. 1 Pet 3:18, Jn 14:6.

4. We must receive Jesus Christ into our lives as Saviour and Lord. Then we can know God and experience His love. Jn 1:12, Rev 3:20.

Interaction and Illustration 

It can help to interact as you present the booklet. Though a simple, mechanical presentation is enough, it may help to stop and ask if it's making sense. Use a pen to focus attention. If questions crop up, acknowledge them, but press on to finish the booklet. Some questions will be naturally answered as you go on, others can be dealt with at the end. I use two particular illustrations often and find them very helpful. The Package Deal - Bible or book represents Jesus, your pen represents eternal life. 1Jn 5:11-13 says he who has the Son has life, he who has not the Son, has not life. As you quote this, put the pen in the Bible and close the book, offer it to the person. It's a package deal. Receive Jesus and you receive eternal life! Illustration for sin blocking our way to God. Have your hands palms up, with Bible or book resting on one hand. Book represents sin, blocking our relationship with God. The Lord transferred our sin to Christ Jesus, (flip book onto other hand), put our sin on Him, He carried the can for us, thus opening the way for us to relate to God.

Response 

If positive, proceed right up to the challenge to receive Christ. If hesitant, go for it  again. If negative, offer to go through it another time, perhaps when more convenient. Commitment If response has been good, ask them if they would like to pray right away to receive Christ. They can pray the suggested prayer, follow you phrase by phrase, or say Amen when they've finished praying. Immediate after care and follow up. The final pages of the booklet are very important and it is vital to continue taking the person through these things after the prayer of commitment. Ask them "Did you receive Christ into your life?"  On the basis of Rev 3:20, where is Jesus now?  Are you now a child of God? (Jn 1:12). God's word is to be trusted - if He says He will come into our hearts on being invited and make us His child, then we can believe it. Remember 1 Jn 5:11-13, Romans 10:9-10. Use the train diagram and emphasise that our salvation is based upon fact not feeling. Assurance of salvation is vital (Jn 6:47), and it is based upon the promise of God, not our feelings. Sometimes people feel that they are unacceptable to God in their state and want to sort themselves out first before coming to God. That not only defeats the purpose, it's also impossible. If it was possible, then Jesus need not have died for us! God accepts us first, then change comes, born out of the new desires of our regenerated heart. There are of course many other wonderful blessings and assurances you could speak of, but be careful of getting too complicated too quickly and confusing the convert! 

Remember KISS - keep it short and simple! However, it is a good idea to point out the 

suggestions  for growth. There are a couple of very good follow up booklets you can 

give to a new convert, but we'll deal with that in another lecture. Finally, swap names, addresses and telephone numbers if possible. If they live far away recommend a good church near their home. Be warm and loving, even if they have responded negatively and not wanted to know!

