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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture Seven 

Evangelism Explosion

The "four steps" method we looked at last time is perfectly adequate for making a simple and effective presentation of the Gospel. It is however very simple, which is why I believe we also need to look at a slightly more comprehensive method of presenting the good news EE stands for Evangelism Explosion, and was developed by a Dr James Kennedy in America in the 1970's. It proved to be a very effective method of church growth and even to this day, churches that follow the programme wholeheartedly experience increase. There are however some difficulties in following the EE programme "wholeheartedly". It requires total commitment from the church - so that EE becomes the whole vision and all energies and resources diverted to that end. It also requires very strict and lengthy training. Those who wanted to operate EE had to memorise a lengthy "sales pitch" to present, including everything from stereotyped small talk, specialised questions, conversation steering, through to a presentation of the gospel complete with scriptures, illustrations, answers and a lengthy process of commitment, assurance and follow up. Folk had to memorise the entire presentation, then go out on door to door evangelism with a trainer etc. Our presentation of the Gospel, I believe, should be more spontaneous than that, more flexible, adaptable and more a living witness rather than just a sales pitch. There are however, three elements of the EE programme well worth learning - namely the EE questions, The Five point presentation of the Gospel, and constructing our personal testimony. We will deal with Personal Testimony in the next session.

The EE Questions. 

The beauty of these two questions is that they are spiritually diagnostic and can be invaluable in discerning where a person is in relation to Christ and as an opportunity to begin presenting the good news. You must remember however that they are only diagnostic questions and have the drawback of focusing on after life after death rather than life before death! Our salvation begins the moment we believe, we enjoy enormous benefits before death as well as after! 

The questions are:

1)"Have you come to the place in your spiritual life where you know for certain that if you were to die tonight you would go to heaven?" 

2)"Suppose you were to die tonight and stand before God and He were to say to you "Why should I let you into My heaven?" What would you say?" Question two is really a follow-up question, designed to clarify what you discovered through question one. A truly born again Christian will answer "yes" to question one, and will give the correct answer to question two, which would be something along the lines of "Because I believed Jesus died for my sins and rose from the dead, that I've been forgiven through the shedding of His blood and received Him and trust Him as my Lord and Saviour". The important point is that the answer acknowledges our sinfulness, that eternal life is a free gift, that we've been saved by grace, through faith, not of ourselves. (Eph 2).Any other answer reveals that the person does not know Jesus as personal Lord and Saviour, or at the very least, does not have assurance of salvation. (Let me stress here that the reason assurance is so important is because it shows we have understood that we are saved by grace THROUGH FAITH).Most people will not be sure in response to Q 1 and to Q 2 will say something like "Well I've tried to do my best, to be a good person, I've always given money to charity, helped people in need, gone to church as often as possible" etc. That then gives you the opportunity to say something like "Most of my life I thought (or most people think) just as you do. To get into heaven requires (good works, church attendance, charity etc.). Then someone shared with me the good news, in fact the best news I ever heard...." Put into a nutshell, you are responding to their uncertainty or vagueness with a positive "Well you CAN know for sure...."

The Gospel Presentation. 

The FIVE simple points to this presentation are: 
GRACE, MAN, GOD, CHRIST and FAITH.
GRACE. Heaven is a free gift, not earned or deserved. Romans 6:23, Eph 2:8-9.

MAN. Man is a sinner, cannot save himself. Rom 3:23 and Matt 5:48.

GOD. God is merciful and therefore does not want to punishes. But He is also just, and therefore must punish our sin.  Jeremiah 31:3 and Exodus 34:7.

CHRIST. The infinite God-man. He died to pay for our sins and to purchase a place in Heaven for us which He offers as a free gift.  John 1:1,14; 20:28.

FAITH. Faith is not mere intellectual assent or temporary belief. It is trusting in Jesus Christ alone for our salvation.  Eph 2:8, Acts 16:31.

EXPANDED NOTES

Grace

Heaven is a free gift. It cannot be paid for or earned or deserved. The currency of heaven is righteousness, and only Christ's is acceptable because ours is corrupt and tainted by sin. 2 Corinthians 9:15. 1 Jn 5:11-12. You cannot pay for a free gift, at least not in God's economy. Imagine offering to pay a friend or relative for a priceless gift they have just given to you. What an insult. But the reason man cannot pay for or earn this gift comes into sharper focus when we see what the Bible says about man.

Man

Man is a sinner. Rom 3:10, Prov 14:12, Isaiah 64:6, Jeremiah 17:9. Psychologists say the average person forgets about 99% of all his or her wrong doing. God wants us to be perfect, but we all know that's impossible. Even folk who think they're living a good life would be shocked if they really added up their sins. Imagine if they only did three wrong things a day - including thoughts, words and deeds. That would seem quite good. But that's over a thousand sins a year, anything up to 70,000 sins of omission or commission in a lifetime. Imagine the court's attitude to a criminal who stood before it with 70,000 offences! Jn 7:19. There is plenty of evidence of man's sinfulness - just look at the mess the world is in. People have the cheek to blame God, but it is we and our sin that has caused the chaos. Not only is man a sinner, but he cannot save himself. Eph 2:9, Titus 3:5, James 2:10, God's pass mark is 100 per cent. Fail by one and we've failed. None can attain that pass mark. Martin Luther said the most damnable and pernicious heresy that has ever plagued the mind of man was the idea that somehow he could make himself good enough to deserve to live with an all holy God. No matter how many good eggs are in your omelette, one bad egg ruins the lot! If a 100 foot chasm separates God and man, and the only way to get across was to jump - none would make it! Some would leap out 10 foot or so, others 20 feet. Some would just stumble over the edge. But none would make it. Man's inability to save himself comes into sharper focus when we look at what the Bible has to say about God.

God
Loving AND just. God's dilemma is this. He is Just. Habb 1:13, Ez 18:4, Gen 18:25 etc. He is a sin hating Holy God and He must punish sin. A weak judge would be impeached if he let offenders off.  Anarchy would reign in the universe if God were unjust. He is not an adorable grandfather spoiling His kids, He simply cannot condone sin. The rule of law and upholding of justice is a cardinal virtue in any serious civilised democracy.  But God is also loving and merciful. He is love. 1 Jn 4:8, Jer 31:3, it is His nature to love. God's love for us is immeasurable, vast as the ocean, yet He had to maintain justice and righteousness by punishing transgression. God hates sin but loves the sinner - this is His dilemma.

Christ  

God's answer for our problem of sin and the solution to His dilemma. In brief, God took the penalty for sin upon Himself in the form of the eternal and perfect Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Jesus was more than just a good teacher, or a fine moral person. He wasn't just a miracle worker - He was and is the eternal Son of God, Creator of the World, God Almighty, eternal Father, Prince of Peace etc. (Isaiah 9:6). Thomas called Him "My God"(Jn 20:28). John 1:1,14 indicate that Jesus is God.  What did He do? God laid upon Him the iniquity of us all. This is the Great Transaction. Isaiah 1:18, 53:4, 6; 2 Cor 5:21; We are told that one day books will be opened in which are recorded all our deeds and thoughts, and every idle word. (1 Cor 4:5, Matt 10:27, 12:36). How fearful to be judged in that manner. But God has laid it all upon Christ, if we will accept it and take part in the Great Transaction. Imagine being in debt at the Bank for millions of pounds, and one day your statement arrives telling you the debt has been transferred to someone else's account. Jn 19:30, Jesus cried it is finished, it is paid! He who knew no sin was made sin, so that we might be made righteous in Him. He got what He didn't deserve, so that we might get what we didn't deserve! This is the amazing love of God, the amazing answer that God planned so that we might escape eternal death and receive eternal life. In the words of Charles Wesley's hymn; "And can it be, that I should gain an interest in the Saviour's Blood? Died He for me, who caused His pain? For me, who Him to death pursued? Amazing love! how can it be that Thou, my God, shoulds't die for me?"

Faith

We are saved by grace, through FAITH. 3 Elements to saving faith, knowledge, assent, trust. Knowledge alone cannot save, many people know that Jesus died on the cross for the sins of the world. Assent alone cannot save. Many people know and agree that Jesus died for them, but are still sinners, not yet saved. Even trust alone cannot save, because many people are trusting in wrong things. Faith is the key to heaven's door, that we not only know about Christ, not only agree with the facts, but that we actually trust Christ and Christ alone for our salvation. Eph 2:8, James 2:19 Matt 8:29. The devils know who Jesus is, and they even believe, but they cannot and do not trust Christ for salvation. Temporal faith is when people will cry out and ask God's help in times of special need or crisis, but that is not saving faith. Trusting in Christ ALONE to save you eternally is saving faith. Look at it this way - many people know that there lived a man called Alexander the Great, and many would agree, assent to the historical record that he was a military genius etc. But it would be rather silly if you trusted Alexander to do something for you! Use of a chair is of great help in illustrating. Firstly, ask a person if they believe that the chair is sound and will support them. They may believe it, but they are not trusting it until they sit down in it. Two chairs can be used to go further. One chair represents good works, the other, the completed work of Christ. (Saw through legs of "good works" chair"!! - only joking!) John Wesley was a minister for ten years before he came to trust Christ as his saviour. He was returning from ministry in America when a storm threatened to sink the ship. Wesley came across a group of men happily singing hymns, because they believed that if the ship went down they would go up to be with God. Wesley wanted to know how they could be sure. Back in London, he heard a man in a small chapel reading a sermon on Romans by Luther, which said that real faith was trusting Jesus Christ alone for salvation, and not good works. Wesley realised that he had been on the wrong track all his life. That night he wrote these now famous words in his journal: "About a quarter before nine, while he was describing the change which God works in the heart through faith in Christ, I felt my heart strangely warmed. I felt I did trust in Christ, Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me from the law of sin and death."  Prior to this experience, Wesley had knowledge of the gospel, even agreed with it and preached it, but had never trusted Christ alone until that wonderful moment. He was a great scholar who had believed in Jesus in English, Latin, Hebrew and Greek, but he had trusted in John Wesley for salvation. Blondin, the famous tightrope walker stretched a line across the Niagara Falls in 1860 and walked across. He asked the crowd if they believed he could carry someone across with him. They all said yes. One man, who had said yes, was then asked if he would climb on Blondin's back, but he refused. He knew, he agreed, but he didn't trust. This presentation of the Gospel can be kept fairly simple, and you can add in scriptures and illustrations as needed or called for. Remember that just presenting the five points is not enough, you need to challenge people to then transfer their trust to Jesus. People need to repent, to turn away from their own ways, and trust Christ, and go God's way. Conclude your presentation by asking them if they would like to receive the gift of eternal life.  

