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Foundations and Fruitfulness
Lecture Eight 

What is a Witness!
Tonight we're looking at how to construct your Personal Testimony. Mark 5:19; 1 Pet 3:15-16; Acts 1:8. The very heart of the good news is that Christ Jesus has come into our lives and changed us, we have experienced something. It's not just a theory, it's not religion. Acts 4:13; Our experience of God's faithfulness is the substance of our testimony. The world is sick of theories and religion. This is absolutely crucial to the good news. WE ARE the good news - we are the message. Isaiah 8:18, 2 Cor 3:3; It's not so much what we are saying to the world, but what God is saying to the world through us. No matter how well you present the gospel, people will want to know what it's done for you. If a salesman tries to sell me something that has never worked for him, I wouldn't be impressed. The big questions are "Does it work?" - "Is it real?". 

WHAT IS A WITNESS?

· A person of reputable character, his evidence is trustworthy.

· A person who has first hand experience of the matter in hand.

· A person who can verbally communicate what he knows.

You and I know we are saved by GRACE, but unbelievers always look at the evidence of our outward lives. "Call yourself a Christian?" is a common mocking reply. We must be careful not to disannul our witness through an obviously inconsistent lifestyle. We must also have first hand experience (1 Jn 1:1-4). Hearsay evidence is not permissible. Acts 16:16-18. Finally we must be able to communicate what we know and have experienced in a clear, coherent manner - easily understood. Your personal testimony, carefully constructed and well communicated will be a most powerful evangelistic tool.

CONSTRUCTING YOUR TESTIMONY

Paul the Apostle gives his personal testimony three times in the book of Acts and when we study them we find three basic elements:-

· What I was before I became a Christian.

· How I became a Christian

· What Jesus Christ has meant in my life.

WHAT I WAS BEFORE.  

This first part of your testimony is vital, it will either "tune out" or "tune in" the listener. Remember you need to get the listener to identify with you, not switch off.

· Avoid travelogue. It can be boring, irrelevant, tedious. 

· Be positive. Do not emphasise how bad you were. It is a common error to belabour this first point and minimise the third. Jesus told the demoniac go, tell of the great things God has done for you. 

· Be selective. Our experience is often broader and deeper than we realise, and we can emphasise something in our "before" state that will help the listener identify.

· Don't be side-tracked and so lose your thread or theme.

· Be truthful about yourself.

· HOW I BECAME A CHRISTIAN.  

· Simple, straightforward, brief. 

· Remember your theme, which gives reason.

· What did you do? Be specific, not vague.

· Emphasise that accepting Jesus as Saviour and making Him Lord made the difference in your life.

· Does not have to be exciting to be effective. We often think that you only have a testimony if it's dramatic, life and death, super spiritual, earth shattering etc. No! If you are a Christian, then you have a testimony! All testimonies are "exciting". In fact the vast majority of people will identify better with the seemingly ordinary everyday conversion, rather than with dramatic, death's doorstep, overnight, black and white, day and night nuclear turbo-blown conversions!! Your experience of God's faithfulness is the substance of your testimony. Simply be true, relevant and interesting.

· Avoid clichés, especially Christian ones!

WHAT JESUS CHRIST HAS MEANT IN MY LIFE. 

· This is the point to emphasise rather than the first. Here we introduce motives for becoming a Christian, the reasons, the benefits, the joy. Once again, be specific, not vague, and avoid clichés. People forget generalities like "It's wonderful" or "I have peace or hope". Remember your theme - if you started out by saying you had a fear of death, then remember to point out how that has changed. Here are a few points we could emphasise in sharing what Christ means:-

· He  provides us with Christian fellowship, friends, family. Many people are lonely and friendliness is important.

· He fills us with His love. Many homes and lives lack love, people long to be loved.

· He forgives us and relieves us of our sense of guilt. Guilt wreaks havoc, destroys lives, devastates the heart. Many people carry heavy burdens of guilt. Bunyan's Christian kneels at the cross and the load he has carried rolls off and into the empty tomb never to be seen again.

· Christ Himself is a friend to lean on in trouble. Many folk lack real security, often feel alone in a crisis.

· He adopts us into His family. Brothers and sisters in Christ. Many folk are lonely, lack acceptance and family love.

· He gives a whole new perspective on life. He gives reason and purpose for living, for existence. Major questions such as why are we here, what is it all for, enigmas of the universe, etc. are answered or fall into place when we know Him. He also has a plan and purpose for our individual life.

· He delivers from the fears of living and dying. Fears of all kinds have become constant companions to countless millions - how good to know we can be released from fear.

WHAT TO AVOID, WHAT TO EMPHASISE - A TESTIMONY CHECKLIST.

1.
Avoid travelogue, tedious detail, irrelevant infill.

2.
Avoid the negative, especially the BEFORE details.

3.
Avoid clichés (born again, blessed, unsaved etc.).

4.
Avoid being preachy or condemning.

5.
Avoid vague generalities, be specific.

6.
Emphasise the love of God.

7.
Emphasise positive benefits of eternal life.

8.
Emphasise the more significant parts of your story.

9.
Emphasise your experience of God's faithfulness.

10.
Emphasise your assurance of eternal life and going to heaven.

11.
Emphasise the difference Christ has made.

12.
Be positive, not negative.

13.
Be bright, not mournful.

14.
Be realistic, not misleading.

15.
Do use humour constructively, but avoid flippancy.

16.
Do identify with your witnesses. 

17.
Do write out your testimony, time it for 3-5 minutes.
