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FOUNDATIONS AND FRUITFULNESS

Lecture 9 

Fruitful Faith

As we continue with the Foundations and Fruitfulness studies, it should be pointed out that they are not designed to give a thorough theological understanding of the subject, but rather to look at their practical outworking in our lives. James (Jas 2:17-18) informs us that faith without works is dead. He is not talking about salvation by works, as some mistakenly interpret. Many people fail to understand the statement by James and end up thinking he is in disagreement with Paul about how we are saved. No, James is not saying” we are saved by works” nor is he saying we are saved by “faith AND works”. He is saying that a faith that saves will always be proved or evidenced by the works in a person’s life. That’s why he says “show me your faith without works and I’ll show you my faith by my works”. The issue is the proof of faith. If a man says he has saving faith, but cannot point to any evidence of changed actions or attitudes in his life, then one would doubt what he says, it cannot be proved. But the man who genuinely has a saving faith, will be able show how his life has changed. A living faith is always identified by a corresponding lifestyle that displays the fruit or effects of that faith. Heb 11:13-16  “These men of faith I have mentioned died without ever receiving all that God had promised them; but they saw it all awaiting them on ahead and were glad, for they agreed that this earth was not their real home but that they were just strangers visiting down here.  And quite obviously when they talked like that, they were looking forward to their real home in heaven. If they had wanted to, they could have gone back to the good things of this world. But they didn't want to. They were living for heaven. And now God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has made a heavenly city for them. I love that phrase from The Living Bible version of  Heb 11:16 -“living for heaven”. That for me sums up what faith is all about - living for heaven. 

Foundation for Practical Faith

Everyone has Faith

Romans 12:3 (see also Eph 4:7). Faith is not some magical mystical ingredient that only certain saints have. I often hear people say “I wish I had faith like you”. What they don’t realise is that God has dealt every man a measure of faith. God has allotted or apportioned a measure of faith to every person - the ability to believe, to trust and obey without any evidence to the physical senses. The question is not whether you have faith but where do you put your faith. I sometimes tell evolutionists they must have more faith than me to believe such an important idea without any evidence (that’s why it’s still called the theory of evolution - it’s still an unproved theory). Everyone has the ability to believe something without any evidence. When you send a cheque off to one of those “readers’ offers” in the newspapers, you are exercising faith that they will send you what they promised. When you work for your employer, you are exercising faith that in one month’s time they will give you your money. 

Have Faith in God

So far we have spoken of the measure of faith dealt to everyone, but that is a basic, natural faith. Many people live by that kind of faith without even realising it. Preachers will often wax eloquent from Mark 11:22-23, about moving mountains by faith, but Jesus begins that discourse by saying “have faith in God” In other words, have the God kind of faith, or the kind of faith that trusts in God and obeys Him and His word. Hebrews 11:6 tells us that without faith it is impossible to please God. That isn’t just any kind of faith, but the God kind of faith. Without “faith in God” it is impossible to please Him. Those who come to Him must believe that He is and that He is a rewarder of them that diligently seek Him. Abraham didn’t just have faith, he had faith in God. He placed his trust in God. Rom 4:16-22 “So God's blessings are given to us by faith, as a free gift; we are certain to get them whether or not we follow Jewish customs if we have faith like Abraham's, for Abraham is the father of us all when it comes to these matters of faith. That is what the Scriptures mean when they say that God made Abraham the father of many nations. God will accept all people in every nation who trust God as Abraham did. And this promise is from God himself, who makes the dead live again and speaks of future events with as much certainty as though they were already past. So, when God told Abraham that he would give him a son who would have many descendants and become a great nation, Abraham believed God even though such a promise just couldn't come to pass! And because his faith was strong, he didn't worry about the fact that he was too old to be a father at the age of one hundred, and that Sarah his wife, at ninety, was also much too old to have a baby. But Abraham never doubted. He believed God, for his faith and trust grew ever stronger, and he praised God for this blessing even before it happened. He was completely sure that God was well able to do anything he promised." (TLB) (see also Heb 11:17-19) Do not have faith in your ability, your confession, or even your faith. Have faith in God. People speak of men of great faith, but I think it’s more a matter of men of a great God. Faith the size of a mustard seed can move a mountain - because it’s not the faith that does the work, but God. That’s why Jesus said have faith in God. It’s not the size of your faith so much, but the size of your God! In Mark 5:34 Jesus said to the woman with the issue of blood “your faith has made you whole” But Verse 28 shows us that her faith was in Jesus!

Faith Cometh by Hearing
Romans 10:13-17 and Mark 5:27. There is a logical progression in Romans 10 that ends with this wonderful statement that declares that faith comes by hearing and hearing by the Word of God. The progression is this: People cannot call on someone they don’t believe in; and they cannot believe in someone they haven’t heard of; and they cannot hear of someone if no-one tells them. There are two significant truths here - first of all that we have a duty to tell people about Jesus or they will have no hope of being saved. It has pleased God by the foolishness of “preaching” to save those who will believe (1 Cor 1:21). Secondly, hearing God’s Word about Jesus and the promise of salvation, is critical to being saved. I cannot trust God for salvation if I don’t know that He’s offered it to me. But when I hear His promise, it provides me with the opportunity to trust Him for it. Faith, the God kind of faith, comes not just by hearing His Word, but hearing it and believing it, agreeing with it, rejoicing in it, acting on it. God’s Word reveals God, and the more we know of God and His ways, the easier it is to trust Him. We know where we stand when we know where He stands!

The Word of God reveals three faith building principles about God: His Character. Mercy, Just, Forgiving, Loving, Compassionate etc. Psalm 103, Isaiah 40:12-31, John 4 (woman at the well) and 7 (woman caught in dultery), etc. When we read/hear of how God dealt graciously with these people, it builds faith in us to also trust God for mercy etc.His Integrity. Numbers 23:19, Psalm 138:2, Isaiah 40:8. To know that God does not lie builds and releases faith in us to trust Him. His Love and Acceptance of us. John 3:16-18, Jer 29:11. Rom 8.

We have faith, but we need to learn to put that faith in God. By hearing and receiving His Word, and actively trusting Him in our everyday lives, our faith in Him will strengthen and mature. 

The Bridge of Faith
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of {things} hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. (NAS)

 Heb 11:1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not 

seen. (KJV)

To think of faith as a bridge helps us gain a practical understanding of the subject. It is easy to lose faith because of lack of evidence. When that happens, we have not understood what faith is. Faith itself and faith alone is the collateral, the guarantee. You use a bridge to cross over something. A bridge is the guaranteed access to the other side. When you are on the bridge, you know you’ll make it to the other side, you know you’ll put your feet on that solid ground, because the bridge itself assures you, it supports you, it encourages you. The bridge is the evidence that you’ll make it.  When you elect to stand on the promises of God and trust Him for whatever, there is a gap, sometimes a yawning chasm between the points of expectation and realisation. That gap can be minutes, days, weeks or years. Faith, the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen, is the bridge that takes us across that gap. Our faith in God is all the assurance we need. Distance (time) is not important. All the time we’re crossing, the bridge/faith is the assurance that we’ll make it across. Sometimes, because after a while there seems to be no evidence of what we’d hoped for, we lose faith, we get dispirited, disheartened. This is the nose-dive of faith! We suddenly stop on the bridge, wanting to be on the other side, but no longer prepared to use the bridge! Don’t lose faith because of lack of evidence, faith IS the evidence. God’s promise, His Word alone, is good enough. Will we take Him at His Word or are we going to ask God to put up a bond or guarantee before we’ll believe Him! 
