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Hebrews
Lecture Three 
Warnings in Hebrews

The next vital theme of Hebrews which we will consider is the theme of warning. As in every part of God’s word the positive and negative aspects are both dealt with. 

There is:

A heaven to gain                      -            and a hell to shun

Blessing to strive for                 -            and curses to avoid

Glories of the new covenant.    -            dangers of apostacy

Interwoven into the teaching on the superiority of Christ’s person and priesthood, which these Hebrews were contemplating abandoning, are strong warnings of the dangers inherent in failing to rise to the Lord’s call.

1)  Hebrews 2: 1-3 ‘How shall we escape if we neglect so great salvation’. In Hebrews 1 we have been shown that the Messiah is greater than the prophets and the angels. Now we are warned that as He is so much greater, so His message is more significant and vital, and the danger of rejecting it so much greater. ‘We ought to give the more earnest heed’ - The status of the messenger and the nature of the message (our salvation) commands a greater attention to this than to any other message. ‘Lest at any time we should let them slip’ - The margin has ‘run out as leaking vessels’. This indicates the danger of knowing something well and then over the passage of time, through carelessness, letting it slide away and become much less important and eventually lose it altogether. ‘every transgression’ the word transgression (Gk. Parabasis) implies going aside from the word or overstepping a command. It is as if God has drawn lines to regulate our conduct and we step over these lines - this is transgression. ‘and disobedience’ – 
(Gk. Parakoe) Professor Barclay comments as follows: Parkoe is an interesting word. It begins by meaning ‘imperfect hearing’, as,for example, the hearing of a deaf man. Then it goes on to mean careless hearing, the kind of hearing which through carelessness or inattention either misunderstandings or fails to catch that which has been said. It ends by meaning ‘unwillingness’ to hear’ and therefore ‘disobedience to the voice of God’. It is the deliberate shutting of the 

ears to the commands and the warnings and the advice and the invitations of God. These thoughts stress the seriousness with which we ought to regard the message of the new covenant.

2)  Hebrews 4: 1 ‘Let us therefore fear, lest, …..any of you should seem to come short…’ The teaching of Hebrews Chs.3-4 concerns the Israelites who were delivered from Egyptian bondage by God’s intervention, but failed to reach the destination planned for them by the Lord. Numbers 13-14 gives the sad history of their first failure to obtain their inheritance under Moses’ leadership. Hebrews deals with this in Ch.3: 8-11, 16-19 showing that the problem was unbelief. The writer goes on, however, to use Psalm 95: 7-11 to show that Israel failed to fully possess their inheritance under Joshua also, so a further opportunity was given in David’s day, which they also missed. Now, he says, don’t you miss too!
All this is making the same point as 1Cor.10: 1-5, 12-13. The fact that you have once been saved does not guarantee that you will enter the inheritance. Note the emphasis in 1Cor.10 ‘all’ participated in salvation, baptism, spiritual experience, yet may fell in the wilderness. ‘Wherefore let him that thinketh he standeth take heed lest he fall’ (vs.12)

3)  Hebrews 6: 4-12 - This scripture speaks of the possibility of crucifying Christ afresh (vs. 6) and putting Him to an open shame. In the past this passage has been taken by some to mean that once a Christian has backslidden there is no possibility of him being restored to the Lord again. We cannot accept this interpretation as it would be in direct conflict with many other portions of God’s word. For, example, Jesus Himself told the story of the prodigal (Luke15) who began as a son in relationship with his father (vs. 11-12), left to go into a far country (vs.13-17), thus becoming ‘lost’ and ‘dead’ to his father (vs.24). When the son ‘came to himself’ and repented (vs.17-20), the father ran to meet him and welcomed him with great joy, restoring all his old privileges (vs. 20-23) Other scriptures which show that the backslider may return are in Hosea 14: 1,4; Jer. 3: 12 and 1 John 2: 1.

a)  Those in danger (vs. 4-5). These are Christians who have made great progress - ‘enlightened’. ‘tasted of the heavenly gift’ (ie. saved. We receive many gifts, but the gift can only be the gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ); ‘partakers of the Holy Ghost’ (i.e. baptised in the Holy Spirit); ‘tasted the good word of God’ (i.e. gone on into deeper things of the word); ‘and the powers of the world to come’ (i.e. moved in the gifts of the Holy Spirit which are a foretaste of the coming kingdom). These people then have been advance Christians, powerful in the things of God.

b)  The sin committed (vs. 6) - ‘fall away’ (i.e. apostatise, or turn ones back on the faith and publicly renounce it); ‘crucify to themselves the Son of God afresh … put Him to an open shame’. This indicates again a public renouncing and rejection of the Lord. This is all in the present tense. The Amplified Bible translates ‘for (because, while, as long as) they nail up on the cross the Son of God afresh … and are holding Him up to contempt and shame and public disgrace’. So there is no secret discipleship or repentance for those who have turned away.

4)  Hebrews 10:26-31 Again the write stresses the danger of apostasy (turning away from the faith). Verse 28-29 show us that the write is dealing with rejection of the Saviour and despising of His death and covenant. Verse 26 ‘for if we sin wilfully’. This is a present participle in the Greek and could just as well be translated ‘while we are sinning wilfully’ or, as the Amplified, ‘if we go on deliberately and wilfully sinning’. In this case ‘there remains no sacrifice for sin’ - It is clear from the context that the reference is to the OT. sacrifices. Once we have turned from God’s one sacrifice the old covenant sacrifices are not valid any more, there is no point in looking to those.

5)  Hebrews 10: 38-39 Once again we are warned against apostasy. ‘we are not of them who draw back unto perdition’. According to Vine the word perdition signifies utter destruction. ‘The idea is not extinction, but ruin, loss, not of being, but of well-being. Ie. not passing out of existence but going to hell.

6)  Hebrews 12: 15-17 Here we are exhorted to ‘look diligently’, pay careful attention:

a)  ‘lest any man fail of the grace of God’ i.e. We are to be continually receiving God’s grace to help as in Heb. 4: 16, or we will find ourselves unable to endure.

b)  ‘lest any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and thereby many be defiled’

c)  ‘lest there be any fornicator’ - a warning against sexual sin.

d)  ‘or profane person, as Esau..’ - profane here is to be taken in the sense of ‘secular’, ‘materialistic’, ‘unspiritual’. Esau was taken up with his everyday pursuits and spiritual concepts like ‘birthright’, or involvement in God’s plan meant little to him. Thus when a choice had to be made between gratifying hunger and keeping his birthright he chose the food and became the prototype of folly: ‘for one morsel of meat sold his birthright’. Later he was unable to receive the blessing though he sought it carefully with tears! This is a strong warning to Christians who want blessing but are unconcerned with the spiritual aspects.

7)  Hebrews 12 :25-29  The message here is “Do not reject the glories of the new covenant” (which has been contrasted with the old in the preceding verses of Heb12), or the results will be fearful:
1. “we shall not escape” v25

2. “(only) those things which cannot be shaken shall not remain”- the message is that when Christ returns all that is not of His kingdom will collapse. What a warning ! Anything we build which is outside of Christ’s kingdom will come to nothing.

3. “for our God is a consuming fire” v29. We are not to think that because God is a God of grace, full of mercy and forgiveness, that we may therefore treat Him lightly or trifle with His words - after all He is God, our Creator and Judge! Therefore we serve Him “with reverence and Godly fear”.                                           
