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Hebrews
Lecture Four
Pressing on towards our Inheritance.
As we have previously mentioned , the  book of Hebrews is not simply an academic exercise showing from the intellectual viewpoint that Christianity is superior to Judaism, but is designed to meet a specific need of the time and to encourage all Christians, everywhere, to a deeper commitment to the Lord Jesus and to progress in spiritual things. It is a ‘word of exhortation’ (Heb. 13: 22).

The fourth theme which we will handle is this theme of progress.

The ‘Therefores’ of Hebrews:

It is characteristic of this book that spiritual truth and reality is expounded, then the outworking in everyday life is set forth. 

The form is ‘This is true …therefore be warned. 

This is true therefore take this course of action.’

(Note in passing that this is a strong characteristic of Paul’s style which he adopts in most of his epistles)

1)  “Therefore” we ought to give the more earnest heed’ Hebrews 2:1 - this is our first example. In the first chapter Christ’s status is emphasised, ‘therefore’ we are top pay particular attention to the message. We have already noted the warning against allowing the message to ‘leak out’ or transgressing or disobeying, but now we need to note the positive aspect - do not neglect salvation. The message here is similar to the thought expressed in Phil 2:12: ‘work out your own way of salvation’ or find your own way. This would be impossible because there is only one possible way. John 14: 6; Acts 4:12. Neither is Paul saying ‘work for your own salvation’, which is also impossible Eph.2:8-9. Rather he is emphasising the truth that the salvation which God puts in us Phil.2:13 is like a seed which must grow to maturity, a beginning which must be worked through or worked out to its conclusion. We are born again as ‘babes in Christ’ and must grow to maturity in Him  ‘grow up into Him in all things .. even Christ’ Eph.4:15. This passage in Hebrews, then, does not only mean ‘do not neglect to receive salvation’, but also ‘do not neglect to work out your salvation, do not allow your spiritual experience to stagnate’. This same thought finds continual expression in this book.

2)  ‘let us therefore fear lest a promise being left us of entering into His rest, any of you should seem to come short of it’ Hebrews 4:1 Chapters 3-4 contrast the leadership of Moses and Joshua with that of Jesus, showing from the old testament particularly Psalm 95:7-11 that neither Moses nor Joshua was able to lead Israel into God’s rest. What is the ‘rest’? To the Israelites entering Canaan meant:

Plenty after want. To the Israelites Canaan was a ‘good land and a large, a land flowing with milk and honey’ Exodus 3:8; not, like Egypt, watered by the foot the cumbersome methods of man, but ‘drinking in water of the rain of heaven’ Deut.11:10-11. Other passages describe the land in glowing terms, and the possibilities were huge. Surely God has just such a ‘good land’ in view for His children.

Rest after wandering. Again we may say that a wandering, wilderness experience is not God’s norm for the Christian.

Peace after victory. It was necessary for Israel to destroy totally the inhabitance of the land before there could be rest. This Israel never really did. In the same way the N.T. saint needs to thoroughly ‘mortify the deeds of the flesh’ and ‘walk in holiness’ before he can fully possess God’s purples.

Possession after promise. The land had been given by promise many centuries before to Abraham yet he had ‘none inheritance in it - no, not so much as to set his foot on, yet he promised that he would give it to him..’ Acts 7:5. Now the Israelites were to enter and possess the promise. They had to physically walk upon the ground which God had allocated, and claim it for themselves. Joshua 1:2-3

As we have mentioned in a previous section of this study Moses, Joshua and David, the great leaders of the past, had not been able to bring Israel to this place of the fulfilment of God’s plan, Jesus, however, is able to do this. We must not fail again.

Now while this ‘rest’ in Hebrews no doubt has its final fulfilment in heaven, there is also no doubt that the apostle is referring to a present experience as well - you do not ‘labour’ to enter heaven, you trust Christ as Saviour and then wait for death at which time the Lord comes to receive you to Himself  John 14:1-2

This rest is:

· ‘Keeping the Sabbath’ 4:9 see margin. Here the thought is of ‘ceasing from’ ones own works in order to serve God fully. Everything being taken up by God’s kingdom.

· Fulfilling God’s plan. Here we need to press into and claim God’s promises - as Israel should have done.

· Entering by faith. 4:2 The thought is that before the promises become effective they need to be ‘mixed with faith’ in the recipient. In the same way as galvanised metal needs a special primer before paint will adhere to it properly so we need faith if the promises are to ‘stick’ and fulfil their function in our lives.
3)  ‘Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need’. 4:16 Coupled with the teaching on our great High Priest comes the need to enter in, to use the privileges which are ours. How often have we not battled needlessly in our own strength when we could have received the needed grace if we had only sought it boldly with faith?

4)‘Therefore’ leaving the principles of the doctrine of Christ , let us go unto perfection’. 6: 1

a)  ‘principles of the doctrine of Christ’ - (Gk. ‘stoicheia’ first principles or ‘fundamentals’). The N.I.V. translates ‘elementary teachings’. This is referring to the ‘foundation’ of verse 2. ‘leaving’ - this does not mean ‘abandoning’ or ‘moving off’ , but rather ‘building on top of’. When the foundation os a building has been laid one does not leave it and build somewhere else, but neither does one keep on working on those foundations forever. Once the foundation has been laid, attention is then directed away from the foundation to the rest of the building, which, is course, rests on top of the foundation. Even so Hebrews is saying, ‘let’s move on to deeper things!’

b)  ‘The foundation of…’(vs. 1-2). Certain key teachings are foundational doctrines of our Christian experience, and these are enumerated in these verses:-

‘…repentance from dead works  )

                                                    )       These concern salvation

…faith towards God’                    )

‘…doctrine of baptisms               )

                                                    )       These concern growth
…laying on of hands’                   )  

‘…resurrection from the dead..    )

                                                     )        These concern motivation
…and eternal judgement’             ) 

These are the foundations. We need to go on from here. It is clear from the context that these Hebrews were not only slack in moving on, but had begun to lose out on the fundamentals 5:11-13. It has been said that being a Christian is something like riding a bicycle - if you don’t move forward you fall off!

These types of growth are referred to in this passage:

i)  Progress in the word - 5: 13-14

ii)  Progress in ministering - 6: 10-11

iii)  Progress in inheriting the promises - 6: 12

5)  ‘Having  therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesus…let us draw near…let us hold fast the profession of our faith…let us consider one another…’ 10:19-25

The writer is here exhorting his readers to make use of the benefits of the new covenant and accept its challenge. If we know about the blood of Jesus and His priestly ministry. If we know about the rent veil, then let us enter and walk and live in fellowship with God. This walk will then create a responsibility to believe the promises and confess them without fear, see also 13:5-6, and also to minister to others. Note especially the exhortation of verse 25: Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together … and so much the more as you see the day approaching’
6)  The faith chapter. ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses.. let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus…’.chapter 11. The writer gives a summary of some great faith achievements of the past, showing that all the great O.T. characters had had to stand in faith in things which they did not yet see. Thus their God -given vision was fulfilled. The same applies to us! ‘Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of witnesses.. let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus…’. He goes on to show that we will all have to endure tests and chastising if we are to attain maturity and encourages us to be positive in it all. ‘Therefore lift up the hands which hang down, and the feeble knees..’12:12.

7)  Conclusion the 13th chapter contains a few varied exhortations and personal notes which are also worthy of study.

